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Detainees, if Freed. Could Help U.S.
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danger of lething these men go, I

would argue that the world has changed smee Carmp X-Eay was opened.
The concept of sucide bombers has spread far and wide, and thousands of
recnuts are volunteenng for martyrdom. What's a few more? If we're
convinced that some of these detamees are real hard cases, then [ would
argue that we should publicly repatnate them to ther home countnes, to be
dealt with there. For all the bluster, no one in the internahonal commurnity

wants these men either. Call thewr bloff

Maost mportant, [ would argue that the release of the detanees would
produce new achonable mtelhgence -- and internal turmodl for al-Qaeda
IMast f not all of the detainees would go back te ther old neighborhoods,
and m the process of tracking them we might start to see some new faces. I
also have to bebeve that over time we have "tuned” some of the detanees,
who may be waling to worle with us once they are repatnated.

To thoze who say this 15 too radical a solution, I would pomt out that it was
tned betore, and with great success. The late Dawnd Galula, whose book
"Countennsurgency Warfare: Theory and Practice” 12 considered by many
to be the bible of counterinsurgency, wrote about hus expenence more than
S50 years ago:

"Demorabzation of the enemy's forces 13 an important task. The most
effective way to achieve it is by employing a policy of leniency toward
prisoners. They must be well treated and offered the cheice of jomung the
movement of of being set free, even if this means that they will return to the
countennsurgent's side. Despite its setbacks in the early stages, this 13 the
policy that pavs the most m the long run.”

Galula bved through this firsthand after he was captured in 1947 by Mao
Zedong's forces in the Chinese civil war. Eather than bemg dealt with as a
prisoner, he was treated as an "honored guest,” as were all Chinese
Mationalst soldiers in the camp, They were gven two weeks of food and
mdoctrinahon, and upon completion of thew stay, they had the ophon to
return to their unts.

As it turned out, many of the prisoners had been i the camps before -- the
knowledge that they would be treated well had led them to wiew surrender
as an acceptable option. Eventually they were mewed with suspicion by
ther own army, and the Mationahsts were forced to set up pnsoner of war
camps for their own people.

IMao had perfected ths techruque while fighting the Japanese in World War
IT, many of the postwar leaders of the Japanese Commurist Party werse
“graduates” of these camps. Mao succeeded n changmg the mmnds of
karmikares -- something for us to thnk about.

Funally, I would make sure that everyone knew that many of the detamees
were very cooperative, and I would leave it to al-Qaeda to figure out who
was. [ would also leak that we had a “classified” abiity to track these

people no matter where they went. Let the combmaton of paranoa,
fundamentalism and al-Qaeda do its frameidal worke

Let us mowe away from the bullets, bombs and pnsons that have so
alienated those we are trying to convert, and mstead move into the munds of
our spponents, If this tnuly 1s phad, then let us sow the seeds of dissension,
and let al-Qaeda engage n an "nternal struggle” to its own batter end.

The writer is founder and publisher of Hailer Publishing.
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